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|, Hiftoria Bthiopicee Jobi Ludolfi, Lib.2, 3, 4. 


Sthe fir Book of this Hiftory afforded many things’ 
very curious, fo thefe other Books contain a varie- 
™& ty.of obfervations worthy to be noted; ‘of which 
thall hint a few. .The fecowd Book treats of the politick 
Government, the Succeflion of the Xings,8¢c. In this Book the 
Author tells us, that inthe 7itles which the Habefines com- 
monly ufe to their King or Emperour, they ftile him Regem 
Regum AEthiopix. Andthat his Arms is a Lion holding a 
Crofs, with this Motto ; Vicit Leo de Tribu Fuda. That 
the genuine ftile of an. Athiopick Epiftle, writ by that 
- King tothe Pope, is thus: LibeJus Epiftole & Malec-Saghe- 
do Rege Regum Fthiopize perveniat ad fanttum Patriarcham 
Romanum : And fo to others fervatis fervandis. 

‘He fays, that though the- Kings of Habefinia cannot 
make out their defcent trom*the times of Solomon, (as fome 
think they may ) but beni onely from the two Brothers» 
Atzbeha, and Abreka, under whom the Chriftian Religion be- 
gan amongft the Axumites, being about 300 years after 
Chrift ; from whofe-time the Hiftory of the Habeffines is. 
more clear, and their Kings names more certain: they may, 
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, C34) 
neverthelefs contend fo the moft famous Kings of the 
World,for antiquity of Pgogeny. » » cee ee 

Their King Laie terete Workthiesfforit JPeypr, and 
fete “on ‘a ftrarige‘and unheattlof Enterprize, viz:"To 
work Zemples out ot folid Rocks , by hewing them in a 
regular form; leaving, were néed-tequired , Pillars, Ar- 
ches;andyWalls. -fr, Alvarez sapere Qath to,have 
féen'ten Temple§ built there ater thiswonderful nianner, 
and brought Draughts of them with hin. — 

Our Author gives alfo a touch concegning the Athiopi- 
in Impoftos Zzagaxus,, Who, in, the year. 1635 ,. Game to 
France with recommendations from ‘the Monks of Paleftina, 
whom-he had.alfo imposed on, pretending himfelf a-Prince 
of tbiopia,and lawful Hewtothe Crowe: To whom the 
French King allow’d-a confiderable-yearly-Penfion, being 
pieafed rather to took; on, what, lis magnificence fhould be 
to fo great a perfon in Exile: than to ‘enqttire fcrupuloufly 
whether he were really fo.....That which made much forthe 
advantage of this Jmpoftor, was his fingular Shape and/Pre- 
fence ; his Countenance being admirably compofed beg 
Gravity and Mildnelfs , fo that inthe, majefty. of ‘his: 


and, {weetnefs of his Behaviour,, he far excéffd all 'Pririces' 
with whom. he convers’d, and juftly raifed an admiration in’ 
all men. He was exceffively given to Women, which foon 
brought him to hisend; and on him was written this Epi- 


taph ; 





Hic jacet Rex, ex ZEthiopia, 
In Originali.vel Copia. 


No private Ethiopian, Tie fays, onely a very few of the. 
Nobles excepted, has any thing of his own: All Lands and 
Poffeffions are the Kings, and are enjoy’d precarioufly by 
the Subjects ; fothat all take it patiently if the King gives 
or takes away all, whenfoever or wherefoever, to and from 
whom he pleafes. 1? 5 eon Silo 

The Kings Revenues are not in ready Money, but con- 
fift of the natural Products of Countries, by. an even way 
of Tribute : Some pay Gold, ‘others Horles, Cows, Ox-'’ 
en, Sheep, Bread-corn, Ox-hidés, Garments, &c. The 





3 £35) 
oie Xivd qadichiel Nodil#y tilak Roet foe beneath 
thent to tie their Hands. aS or Mone to" feed: them- 
felves; and keep Boys to ‘eiit their'nieat, and: put it into 
their Mouths; which they do in great gobbets,as thofe that 
ani Poultry, o's dit boduocd sia ss 9 t brs a 
The Kings, he fays, alwayslive in Zents, and feldomdong 
ina place. ‘ThéirTent is of awhite colour, and very-large, 
ftanding in the midft of the Camp, a-large {pace being 
left:round it for the conveniency of perfons to approach it. 
Next this, two Temples aré plat'd, and '‘Tentsifor the Queen 
and her Atténdafits:‘ next thee;the: Nob/es,the Kings friends; 
Servants, and other Courtiers pitch their Ze#ts;>then all 
the common Souldiery , with the neceflary Attendants: of 
the Camp, and thofe that come to negotiate. “When they 
remove, as they oftendo, and comé'to fer down’anew, in 
a few-hours fpace’all things aré'feen pla¢d inthe fame-or- 
der they were before; for every man: knows his place, and 
the meafure of his ground, the order of the Camp being 
always the fame. 7 
Maurtherersaregiven to the ncareft Relations of the per- 
fon’ murthered’; at being “in their power to pardon ‘them; 
or take a’ fam of Money, orto fell them as Slaves, or-put 
them to what death they pleafe. “If the Murtherer. be ot 
found, the Inhabitants of the place and all the Neighbour- 
hood-are fin’d: — . | 
‘In the rhird Book which treats of the’ Ecclefiaftical Affairs 
Of the Habefines\ Our Adthor tells us, that fome hold they 
havethad the knowledge of ‘God ever: fince the time of So: 
lomon... iF 1. 5371s pos i 


“That they ule Circumcifion, though ‘hot'on any Religious 
acount, iobedienée tothe Law of; Mofes, but ionely: asa 
ciiflom-of their Country, {being done bya ‘woman: pri: 
vately )'as in Nubia they“eut their Fades, and: the Vadrans 
pierce their-Ears.-°° - * 

«That they do not circumcife ‘Women , (as fome: idly 
affirin,) nee = it's'aeuftony not-onely with the Habefines, 


but likewife | 1/other people of (4frituyas the vEgyprhans 
and Arabians; tocut off from Gillssanc oblong glandulous 
aS E 2 Excref- 
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Excrefcence hanging, from them ,.which they think fuper- 
fluous to nature,and undecent, Theimpudent women of the 
Cape of good ope keep this part,and fhew it to Sea-men for 
a very {mall reward. He fays that onely Women of 4f7i- 
7 and part of Afa are troubled with the Procidentia of 
this part. Tk 

That they abftain from blood and fuffocated things , not: 
as commanded by Mofes , but by Apoffolick conftitution, this 
having been always obferved in the Oriental Church, and 
in the Weftern Church for many ages; and having been 
ratified by fome Councils: and they condemn us for leaving. 
the prattice. 

He fays, if an Hadefine marries his Brothers Wife, or 
commits Polygamy, the Civil Magiftrate takes no notice of 
it: for they are of opinion that whatfoever does not of- 
fend the Commonwealth, nor the fecurity of private per- 
fons, ought not to be chaftifed with Secular punifhments : 
Neverthelefs the Church is fevere in the cafe, and will not 
permit perfons fo married to receive the Sacrament. 

It’s a common fame in Europe, that the Converfion of 


the Hrabefines to the Chriftian Faith was effected by the 
Eunuch of Queen Candaces: But our Author fays this is 
certain, that inthe time of St. Athanaftus Patriarch of .A- 
lexandria, inthe Reign of Conftantine the Great , about the 
year of Chrift 3 8 o, or not long after it, the Converfion of 


Ethiopia hapned after this manner : Meropius\a Tyrian Mer- 
chant going into Jsdia, came to the coaft of Athiopia in 
the Red Sea ; dying there, he left two Sons, Frumentius and 
Edefius, who being taken and carried to the King, were 
kindly received by him; and he finding them ingenious, 
emploi'd them in keeping his Books of Account. During 
thetime of their employ they did all:,good offices to Chri- 
{tian Merchants that came to thofe parts, and fhewed fo 
fair a fpecimen of their Vertue and Integrity , that they 
wrought in the Hadefines a great efteem for the Chriffian 
Religion. Whichground being laid, Framentius went to St. - 
Athanafius, who confidering the excellency: of, his parts,and 
the'conftancy of his Faith, created him the firft Bithop ref 

LEthi- 





[37] 
Ethiopia; and neeusning thishes, le baptized the Inhabitants, 
created Deacons, built Churches, and fo firft planted the Chri- 
Rian Religion. 

He fays that facred Worfhip is rarely found among the 
Gentiles without Books; and that from them it’s known 
whence it drew its Originie, and what way it came: for 
facred words proper to every Religion, pafs for the, moft 
part along with it. Hence fo many Greek and Hebrew 
words are found in all the verfions of the Bid/e ; and hence 
we have fo many Latine words in our facred Worfhip. ‘The 
Habefines received the Scripture with Chriftian Religion, 
and it is tranflated into the A:rhiopick Language from the 
verfion of the Septuagint ; and that according to a Copy 
ufed in the Church of Alexandria: They have the New 
Teftament tranflated from the authentick Greek Text. ) 

He gives an Account of their Errours; as,that they hold 
the Holy Ghoff to proceed from the Father only,and not. from 
the Sos. That they hold the Sou/ of man not tobe created, 
becaufe they fay God perfected all his. work.on. the Sixth 
day: they think it therefore drawn from the matter, but. 
immortal. ‘They hold likewife fome other errours. 

On their eleventh of Fanuary, which to us. is. the fixth 
of the fame month, and the Feaft of the Epiphany, the Ha- 
befines,in memory of the Baptifm of our Saviour, ( which 
they hold, with many of the Ancients, to have been for 
certain on that day ) keep a joyful Fe/tival; all of them 
juft at break of day before the rifing of the Sun going in- 
to Pondsand Rivers, and there dipping and {porting them- 
felves: This cuftom having given occafion to fome to af- 
firm, that they, were baptized anew every ycar. 

They begin the Year on the Calends of September, with 
the Grecians, Armenians, Rufians, and other Oriental Chri- 
ftians; for they believe, as many of the Ancients have af- 
ferted, that the World was made in the Autumnal Equi- 
nox. 

If any difcord arife betwixt Man and Wife , fo that they 
cannot be reconciled, the Kings Judges diffolve the Mar: 
riage, and they are free to marry again. 

As 





; fei 
“As'we' Have’ mentioned! Before ‘the King’ of Zzabepinid’s 
unparalelfd abfolutene8 in Temporals; fo our Author’ fays 
that the chief Ecclefia/tical power is in him ; fo that all things 
of Juriddittion, onely fome fmall Caufes excepted, ‘are de- 
termin’d by the Kings Jadges.’  Nor-do thé Clergie enjoy 
any Ecclefiaftical immunity or priviledge -in Courts*of Ju: 
dicature, but undergo. correftion from Secular Judges as 
meer Layicks. The abfolutene!s of this Prince in Eeclefi- 
aftical ‘concerns fufficiently appeared, when in favour of 
the'F Fiof the Soc. he caft off the Patriarch of Alexandria,and 
réceived a Patriarch fent from the See of Rome ; and after: 
wards-received the Patriarch of Alexandria again, rejecting 
theother. Neverthelefs, as for the Law. of Order, or for 
what regards barely the Government of the Diocefs, it is 
left co the Clergie, whofe head or Metropolitan is called 
Abbuna, i.e. Our Father; and according ‘to the ‘ancient 
cuftom, is ordained at the King’s requeft by the Patriarch 
of Alexandria, and is fent from A&gypt into Athiopia, the 
Kingin the mean time not knowing who or what the per- 
fon’ 1s, he not pretending in the leaft toany right’ of : pre- 
fentation or nomination of the-perfon ; being deterr’d from 
it by a Canon of the Council of Nice, in-which it -is faid, 
That the rhiopians fhall not create or chufe a Patriarch, 
but their Prelate fhallbe under his power who holds his See 
at Alexandria. ° “4 ; 
‘The fourth and-Jaft Book treats. of private Affairs , as of 
Oeconomy, &c. In this our Author tells us, that the Afa: 
beffines have few Books but thofe of facred things. ‘That 
they have no written Laws, but judge all Right and 
Wrong according to the cuftom and manner. of their: An- 
ceftors. iva ae ge 
Phyfick, he fays, is wholly neglected by them‘: “They 
cure Men by burning and cutting, as they do Horfes. They 
cure the Faundife by burning a Semicircle about the joynt 
of the Arm witha crooked Iron, putting on_ the place a 
littlé Cottéh, ' and‘ fo letting the vitious Hamour diftil from 
it till the Diftemper’ be gone.’ “They ‘cure’ Wounds with 
Myrrhe, which is there mighty common. | 


They 
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.They.look upon itasan egrepious, fable, for.any man'to 
aflert Shatithe Barth isa viwnd Glebe, fufpeuded, of it;\fel£in 
the midftiof.the Airis) eye: Wor eni © empen 
_ He tells us, they-eat raw Flefh, or fuch asis but half boil’d, 
and ule. Gad asa fawce: ‘That they take Herbs half, dige- 
{ted out of the Bellies of. Cows;and-Oxen| kill'd, :and: {ea- 
foning, chem with Salt. and Pepper. they taake.a fort of Mu- 
Bard, witich-much gratifiesthes;Palates:} ono ovsd oo 

‘He fays, ‘the Boys and Girls poe xaked till the.tiune of 
Puberty ; and that they are extream fond of their Hazr, 
which.they anoint with Butter, to makedt looktaore dove- 
ly); andilef they fhould prefs it and: put it Sut iob<ordéer.by 
lying-on it,.in the night-time, they angepioufly, make we, 
of a Fork inftead. of 4 Pi#ow, on which they. reft their, 
Necks, that the Head may hang free : ‘Thus preferring va- 
nity toa good-repofe. | > » be x08 asd 


and 





~ From: the Journal Des Scavans, {et forth Aig. 4:1 68x. 


Anew Odometer, invented by the Sieur Butterfield , the. 


King’s Engineer: for. Mathematical—Inftruments. At Pa- 
ris; 1681. 7 hat. 


f 
/ 


"WS HE Curious; Meafarers of Land,’ and Geographers, . 
know how important a thing it isto be able to 
know the Length of \a: way :a man has gone, without be-: 
ing obliged to. meafure it.,.or be troubled: to count ,the 
Paces by the Podometer , and. the turns of Coach-wheels, 
whereof the Circumference is known by the Odometer. 
The Sieur Butterfield had already rendred more eafie the 
application of this Inftrument to the Coach; and the ufe 
ot ancient Odometers more certain, as we have fhewn in 
the Journal of the Fifth of December-1678. But thishere 
is much more plain than that whereof we have given the 
defcription, being compos'd but.of fix Wheels, four Pinions,.. 
and one onely Spring. 

This ° 
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This Odometer being placed on the Axis of a Coach 
fieer the great ‘Wheel, oron the Out-bearings or Side- 
beams of a running Chair , marks diftin@tly each turn of 
the Wheel, to the number of 100000 turns; fo that the 
Circumference of a Wheel being Fifteen foot , in 1000 
turns it will make 15000 foot, or a League; and thereby 
you. may know when you pleafe the length of the way 
you have gone from your fetting forth, and this till 
you have gonea Hundred Leagues ; for then all the Hands 
or Needles of the Wheels begin to mark anew. 

This Odometer has this peculiar to it, That when the 
Coach goes back, the Needle goes back alfo; which could 
not befound out till now : fo that it marks precifely but 
the way you have gone in advancing forwards. 

All the Wheels of this Inftrument are inclofed in a Cop- 
per Box, and confequently are kept from the rain. - 

Meafurers of Land may make good ufe of it to meafure 
the fides of Fields, by applying it to a Wheel of fix foot 
circumference ; which they may drive before them as a 
Wheel-barrow. 





ERRATA. 


§ to the little Evrata which are obvioufly cori, I conceive the ingenious 
A Reader will be better pleafed to corre them himélfin his perufal, than to 
expe it fhould be done here: But as to any material Failures of the Prefs which 
may impair the Sence, I fhall take notice of them at convenicnt times. 


P. 3.1. 19. publifhing, read polifhing. p. |. 31. Bonnarez, or Boraner, r. Benna- 
ret, > ieee Pp ye ir. alti, r. alibi. p. 23.1. 10. Originies, rc. Origines. bb. 
I. 19. Marfhes, r. Tides. p. 29. 1.23. Hypochondria, r Aypochondre. Ib. |. 28. Hy- 
pochondria, r. Aypochondre. p. 32. 1. 13. under, ©. over. 
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